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Welcome to the 

Minong Flowage 
1. Cranberry Lake 

2. Cranberry Flowage 

3. Hwy T Bridge/Pogos Landing 

4. Minong Flowage – North 

Basin 

5. Serenity Bay (Stump Bay) 

6. Smiths Bridge/Landing 

7. East Basin 

8. Central Basin 

9. DNR Bay 

10.DNR Boat Landing 

11.Swift Nature Camp 

12.Totogatic Park & 

Campground 

13.Dam 

14.Totogatic River 
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Brief History of Major Events 

• 2002:  EWM is first identified on the Minong Flowage. 

• 2003:  DNR completes an EWM survey (103 acres). 

• 2007:  EWM committee is formed. 

• 2008:  1st Whole-lake, point-intercept (PI) survey by Endangered Resource Services (ERS) 

• 2008:  330 acres of EWM. 

• 2009:  1st 5-yr Aquatic Plant Management Plan (APM Plan) to cover the years 2010-2014. 

• 2009:  Clean-Boats/Clean-Waters program launches and has continued annually. 

• 2009, 2010, 2011:  Herbicide treatments retarded the initial EWM growth. 

• 2012:  2nd Whole-lake, PI survey by ERS (spring and summer). 

• 2013:  5.5-foot lake drawdown for dam reconstruction (May 2013 through February 2014). 

• 2013:  Multiple (3) EWM surveys throughout the drawdown period by ERS. 

• 2014:  3rd Whole-lake, PI survey by ERS (spring and summer). 

• 2014:  October Dye study in Serenity Bay – DNR (J. Skogerboe). 

• 2015:  EWM chemical treatment of approximately 15.06 acres (five locations) 

• 2015:  EWM Hand-harvesting and DASH harvesting demonstration. 

• 2015:  2nd 5-year APM plan completed to cover the years 2016-2020. 

• 2016:  5-year APM Plan approved by DNR (February). 

• 2016:  DNR Bay EWM herbicide treatment (26.9 acres) with herbicide concentration testing. 

 

 

 



Brief History of Major Events cont. 
• 2016:  Governor’s Fishing Opener held on the Minong Flowage. 

• 2016:  4-ft flood of the Minong Flowage began on July 14th. 

• 2017:  Shoreland Habitat and Woody Debris Assessment. 

• 2018:  4th Whole-lake PI survey by ERS (summer only). 

• 2018:  MFA voted unanimously to pursue a winter drawdown to control EWM. 

• 2018:  Winter Drawdown Public Hearing moderated by the DNR. 

• 2018:  Wheeler Law advises of possible lost power-revenue refunding to RWE via a DNR grant. 

• 2018-19: Winter drawdown put on hold due to limited EWM and more information needed. 

• 2019:  Pool Elevation drawdown permit is approved by the DNR. 

• 2020:  Grant for winter drawdown implementation w/out RWE reimbursement was not approved.  

• 2020:  Covid-19 affects all aspects of life around the world. 

• 2020:  2016-2020 APM Plan extended through 2023. 

• 2021:  5th Whole-lake, PI survey by ERS (spring and summer). 

• 2021-22: 5-ft winter drawdown begins 9/20/2021. Completed by 11/1/2021. The fundamental 

process of the drawdown runs smoothly.  

• 2022:  Pool elevation returned to normal in time for the WI Fishing Opener. 

• 2022:  EWM was noted early in the season and steadily grew throughout 2022. 

• 2023: 6th Whole-lake PI survey by ERS and 3rd APM Plan to be completed. 



Minong Flowage Grant Awards 
• AEPP-099-08 (Sept 2007-June 2009) 

– 1st Planning Project (1st APM Plan (2010-14)) 

• ACEI-066-09 (Mar 2009-Dec 2011) 

– 1st Implementation Project (EWM control – herbicide, herbicide residual testing, wild rice 

survey) 

• ACEI-072-10 (Sept 2009-June 2013) 

– 2nd Implementation Project (EWM control – herbicide, EWM weevil monitoring, residual 

testing, wild rice survey) 

• AEPP-431-14 (Mar 2014-Dec 2015) 

– 2nd Planning Project (2nd APM Plan (2016-20), Dye Study, Shoreland Habitat Assessment, 

Bathymetric Survey) 

• ACEI-186-16 (April 2016-June 2018) 

– 3rd Implementation Project (EWM control - herbicide, Concentration Testing, EWM weevil 

rearing) 

• ACEI-213-18 (April 2018-June 2020) 

– 4th Implementation Project (EWM control – proposed winter drawdown) 

• *ACEI-265-21 (Mar 2021-Dec 2023) 

– Combined implementation and planning project (EWM control – winter drawdown, 3rd APM 

Plan (2024-28), purple loosestrife beetle rearing) 



2008 Survey Results 



2012 Survey Results 



2014 Survey Results 



2018 Survey Results 



2021 Survey Results 



2022 Survey Results (no PI) 



2022 Survey Results (no PI) 



2022 Fall EWM 

Bed Mapping 

 

PI points  

w/depths ≤5.0 

feet (black 

points) 



Fall EWM Bed Mapping 2014 to 2022 



2021-22 Winter Drawdown Depth 

Monitoring 
Steve Schieffer – Ecological Integrity Services 

≈November 14, 2021 



More Depth Results 



Cranberry Lake EWM 

June 2021 Herbicide Application 

   -Post-herbicide=0.9 ac  

September 2022 

   -Post-winter drawdown=15.65 ac 

   -Increase of 14.75 ac 

   -Most EWM in water >5.0 ft  

Steve Schieffer – 

Ecological Integrity 

Services 



2008,12,14,18,& 21 PI Survey 

Statistics 



PI Survey EWM Statistics (876 points) 

Floristic Quality Index and Mean Coefficient of 

Conservatism 



2008 and 2012 Wild Rice (PI Survey) 



2014 and 2018 Wild Rice (PI Survey) 



2021 and 2023 Wild Rice (PI Survey) 

2023 



PI Survey Wild Rice Statistics 



2022 Wild Rice North End Serenity Bay 

(GLIFWC) 



2022 Wild Rice East Basin (GLIFWC) 



2022 Wild Rice East Basin (GLIFWC) 

2007 Wild Rice (GLIFWC) 



CLMN Water Quality – Deep Hole Near 

Dam 



CLMN Water Quality – Central Basin 

August 23, 2022 

(D. Perrin) 



Discussion Time 

• 2024-2028 APM Plan 
– EWM management options 

• Winter drawdown 

• Aquatic herbicides 

• Physical removal/DASH 

• Let it grow 

• Other? 

• Other Concerns 
– Other AIS management 

– AIS prevention 

– Native plants/wild rice 

– Fisheries/wildlife 

– Water quality 

– Lake usability 

• Financing management 

recommendations 

• Other discussion 

topics/questions 

 

 


